ABSTRACT
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VIETNAM – OVERVIEW
Vietnam improved slightly in several categories in the latest international comparisons. However, no fundamental
changes occurred compared to last year. Improved categories were mostly in the areas related to global trade. The
most upsetting changes happened in the field of human rights and institutional trust due to declines in personal
freedoms, such as press freedom and corruption.
VIETNAM AT A GLANCE (2018)
HTTPS://DATA.WORLDBANK.ORG/COUNTRY/VIETNAM

POPULATION: 95 540 395 (+0,997%)
POPULATION IN URBAN AGGLOMERATIONS: 16.91% (+3.3%)
POPULATION DENSITY: 308/km2
CAPITAL: Hanoi
GOVERNMENT TYPE: Communist State
CURRENCY: Dong (VND)
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE: Vietnamese
GDP: US$ 244.948 BILLION
GDP PER CAPITA: US$ 2563,82 (+6.01%)
INCOME LEVEL: Lower middle income
GNI: US$ 231 476 000 000
GNI PER CAPITA: US$ 2400 (+5.15%)
FERTILITY RATE (2017): 1,95 per woman
TOTAL AREA: 331 210 km2
LAND AREA: 310 070 km2
WATER AREA: 21 140 km2
LARGEST CITIES*
1. Ho Chi Minh City (8,6 million) 2. Ha Noi (7,78 million) 3. Hai Phong (2 million) 4. Can Tho (1,57 million)
5. Bien Hoa (1,25 million) 6. Da Nang (1,23million)
STATISTICAL CAPACITY SCORE**: 86.667 (+4%)
* Estimate. Data on cities is often inaccurate due to fast population growth and the lack of official sources.
** Statistical Capacity is a nation’s ability to collect, analyze, and disseminate high-quality data about its population and economy.
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ECONOMY AND TRADE
Ease of Doing Business
Doing Business –indicator by the World Bank captures several important dimensions of the regulatory
environment affecting domestic firms in 190 economies, for instance on regulation for starting a business, dealing
with construction permits, paying taxes and getting credit. Doing Business also measures features of labor market
regulation. The countries are given a score from 0 to 100, a high score indicating a higher easiness of doing
business. The ease of doing business in 2019 Vietnam somewhat improved from last year. Vietnam’s ranking in the
2018 index was 69th (↓1) out of 190, scoring 68.36 (+1.59). The main improvements were made in the availability
of electricity and the ease of starting of business. For instance, more data on commerce-related court decisions
and services available online than last year. The only decrease was seen in the ease of resolving insolvency.
HTTPS://ESPANOL.DOINGBUSINESS.ORG/CONTENT/DAM/DOINGBUSINESS/MEDIA/ANNUAL-REPORTS/ENGLISH/DB2019-REPORT_WEB-VERSION.PDF

OEC (Observatory of Economic Complexity)
The Observatory of Economic Complexity (OEC) is a review by Michigan Institute of Technology. According to the
review, top exports of Vietnam are Broadcasting Equipment ($30.7B), Telephones ($14.9B), Integrated Circuits
($14.6B), Textile Footwear ($9.5B) and Leather Footwear ($6.06B), using the 1992 revision of the HS (Harmonized
System) classification. Its top imports are Integrated Circuits ($15.6B), Telephones ($10.2B), Refined Petroleum
($7.23B), Electrical Parts ($4.69B) and Light Rubberized Knitted Fabric ($4.51B).
The top export destinations of Vietnam are the United States ($46.2B), China ($39.9B), Japan ($18.1B), South Korea
($16.1B) and Germany ($10.9B). The top import origins are China ($70.6B), South Korea ($47.7B), Japan ($13.1B),
Singapore ($11.8B) and Hong Kong ($10.1B).
HTTPS://ATLAS.MEDIA.MIT.EDU/EN/PROFILE/COUNTRY/VNM/

Economic Complexity Index (ECI)
ECI, an index by Michigan Institute of Technology, measures the knowledge intensity of an economy by considering
the knowledge intensity of the products it exports. Some products, like medical imaging devices or jet engines,
embed large amounts of knowledge and are results of very large networks of people and organizations, and cannot
be made in simpler economies that are missing parts of this network’s capability set. Economic complexity is
therefore expressed in the composition of a country’s productive output and reflects the structures that emerge to
hold and combine the knowledge. Out of 129 countries, Vietnam ranks 83rd in the comparison. The country with
the highest economic complexity is Japan, Finland places 8th.
HTTPS://ATLAS.MEDIA.MIT.EDU/EN/RANKINGS/COUNTRY/ECI/

World Trade Statistical Review
2018 World Trade Statistical Review analyses the latest developments in world trade. In 2017, Vietnam's ranked
27th (1↓) in exports and 25th (-) in imports. Vietnam ranks amongst top 10 exporters of office and telecom
equipment, textiles and clothing and 10 importers of iron and steel.
HTTPS://WWW.WTO.ORG/ENGLISH/RES_E/STATIS_E/WTS2018_E/WTS2018_E.PDF

Foreign trade in GDP
Vietnam is the most globalized populous country in modern history. Vietnam, with trade accounting for 188% (12%) of the GDP in 2018, is the most globalized of the 20 most populous countries in the world. The measure is
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calculated by adding the value of exports and imports then dividing the figure by GDP. Usually small, rich countries
get outstanding figures in similar comparisons.
HTTPS://WWW.WEFORUM.ORG/AGENDA/2018/10/VIETNAM-IS-THE-MOST-GLOBALIZED-POPULOUS-COUNTRY-IN-MODERN-HISTORY/
HTTPS://DATA.WORLDBANK.ORG/INDICATOR/NE.TRD.GNFS.ZS?LOCATIONS=VN&MOST_RECENT_VALUE_DESC=TRUE

Corruption Perceptions
The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) by Transparency International ranks 180 countries and territories by their
perceived levels of public sector corruption according to experts and businesspeople. It uses a scale of 0 to 100,
where 0 is highly corrupt and 100 is very clean. According to the 2018 report, corruption worsened in Vietnam in
2018. Vietnam ranked 117th (↓10) with a score of 33/100 (-2), sharing the place with Moldova and Macedonia.
HTTPS://WWW.TRANSPARENCY.ORG/CPI2018

Inclusive Development
The Inclusive Growth and Development Index (IDI) by the World Economic Forum is an annual assessment of 103
countries’ economic performance that measures how countries perform on eleven dimensions of economic
progress in addition to GDP. It has 3 pillars; growth and development, inclusion and intergenerational equity. The
2018 report placed Vietnam 33th among emerging economies. Although the country has weak performance in
growth and development, Vietnam boasts modest improvement in this area, with significant GDP per capita
growth increasing and labor productivity growth improving since 2012. Despite a high employment rate (76.7%)
and declining income inequality, policies to tackle Vietnam’s high wealth inequality are necessary, as the level
remains higher than the average for emerging countries and has risen significantly throughout the past five years.
HTTPS://WWW.WEFORUM.ORG/REPORTS/THE-INCLUSIVE-DEVELOPMENT-INDEX-2018

Global Competitiveness
The Global Competitiveness Index, published by the World Economic Forum, assesses the competitiveness
landscape of 140 economies. Countries are scored from 0 to 100. In 2018, Vietnam’s overall score improved to
58.1/100 (+0.1) and is ranked 77th (↓3) out of 140. Vietnam’s strongest suits relative to other countries were the
market size (29th), financial system (59th) and macro-economic stability (64th). The most problematic factors were
the product market (102nd), business dynamism (101st) and skill-level of the human capital (97th).
HTTP://WWW3.WEFORUM.ORG/DOCS/GCR2018/05FULLREPORT/THEGLOBALCOMPETITIVENESSREPORT2018.PDF

Global Affordability
In the Global Information Technology Report 2016, published by the World Economic Forum, Vietnam Ranks 3rd
out of 139 countries in the Affordability index. The Affordability Index assesses the cost of accessing ICT, either via
mobile telephony or fixed broadband internet, as well as the level of competition on the internet and telephony
sectors that determine this cost.
HTTPS://WWW.WEFORUM.ORG/REPORTS/THE-GLOBAL-INFORMATION-TECHNOLOGY-REPORT-2016

Cost of Living Index
Numbeo, a privately held user-contributed database on the cost of living index, compares the costs in 119 cities
worldwide, from the most expensive to cheapest. The Cost of Living Index is a relative indicator of consumer goods
prices, excluding accommodation expenses, such as rent or mortgage. The countries are scored compared to New
York, the cost of living in New York being scored 100. The costs of living in Vietnam are rising. Vietnam ranked
80th (↓3) out of 119 in 2019. Vietnam’s cost of living index was 37.70 (+0.79), around a quarter of that in
Switzerland, the country with the highest cost of living. In a city comparison, Hanoi ranked 266th, Ho Chi Minh City
272nd. Consumer prices are slightly higher in Hanoi than Ho Chi Minh City, while rent prices are 26.2% higher in Ho
Chi Minh. The local buying power in Hanoi is 10.32% higher. HTTPS://WWW.NUMBEO.COM/COST-OF-LIVING/RANKINGS_BY_COUNTRY.JSP
4

August 2019
PP
Consumer Optimism
The Nielsen Global Survey of Consumer Confidence and Spending Intentions survey is conducted every quarter by
the Internet. It measures the level of optimism that consumers have about job prospects, personal finances and
spending intentions. According to July 2019 analysis, Vietnamese consumers are second-most confident.
Vietnamese consumers are more optimistic than ever during the 7-year measuring period. Vietnam’s index level is
129 (-), same as this time last year; levels above 100 indicate optimism and below 100 indicate pessimism. Only
Qatar consumers are more optimistic than Vietnamese.
HTTPS://TRADINGECONOMICS.COM/VIETNAM/CONSUMER-CONFIDENCE

City Momentum Index
The City Momentum Index published by Jones Lang LaSalle Incorporated, a US-based commercial real estate
services firm, identifies the urban economies and real estate markets that are currently undergoing the most rapid
growth. It focuses purely on short-term momentum over a three-year horizon, tracking a range of socio-economic
and commercial real estate indicators to identify attributes for success over the near term. It covers 131 major
established and emerging business hubs across the globe. 19 of the Top 20 cities are located in Asia-Pacific in 2019.
In the 2019 ranking Hanoi improved, placing 3rd (3↑) in the ranking. Ho Chi Minh City’s rank fell, placing 8th
(↓2). The report proclaims that manufacturing is one of the key sources of economic growth in Vietnam, often
seen as a lower-cost alternative to China. It also résumés that so far, Vietnam has a small real estate investment
market struggling with issues such as low transparency.
HTTPS://WWW.JONESLANGLASALLE.COM.CN/CONTENT/DAM/JLL-COM/DOCUMENTS/PDF/RESEARCH/JLL-CITY-MOMENTUM-INDEX-2019.PDF

Coffee production
In 2018, Vietnam is the second (-) largest coffee-producing nation in the world. Brazil tops the International
Coffee Organization's 2018 rankings, and Colombia is the third. Vietnam produced 1 770 000 kgs (-62400 kgs, or 3,4% of coffee in 2018, a slight fall from 2017.
HTTP://WWW.ICO.ORG/PRICES/PO-PRODUCTION.PDF

TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION
Global Innovation
Vietnam ranks 45th (↑2) among 127 economies in the Global Innovation Index 2018, published by the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). The report gives Vietnam recognition in fields including the high flow of
foreign direct investments, the high share of technology in exports, and knowledge absorption. Vietnam’s
weaknesses in innovation, according to the report are the lack of intensity in the local competition, the difficulty of
resolving insolvency and the low amount of ICT services in exports. Finland ranked 7 th in the comparison.
HTTPS://WWW.GLOBALINNOVATIONINDEX.ORG/

Technological Readiness
Technological Readiness report by the Economist Intelligence Unit assesses how well-prepared countries are for
technological change. The Index examines three factors - access to the internet, digital economy infrastructure,
and openness to innovation - exploring why they are important, how they are changing, and which countries are
best exploiting the opportunities that they offer. In the 2013-2017 period, Vietnam was ranked 67th together with
Kenya, and in the 2018-2022 forecast period, Vietnam ranked 65th together with Azerbaijan.
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Internet Users
According to the World Economic Forum’s Global Competetiveness report 2018, the percentage of individuals
using the Internet in Vietnam is 46.5%, ranking 88th out of 137 countries. Finland's score was 87.7%, placing 19th.
HTTP://REPORTS.WEFORUM.ORG/GLOBAL-COMPETITIVENESS-REPORT-2018/COMPETITIVENESS-RANKINGS/#SERIES=NETUSERPCT

Mobile cellular subscriptions
The Vietnamese mobile phone market penetration has increased during the last 5 years. According to the World
Bank World Development Indicators 2017, Vietnam Ranks 61st in the world in mobile cellular subscriptions per
capita. In 2017, Vietnam had 1,26 (-0,02) mobile cellular subscriptions per capita.
HTTPS://DATA.WORLDBANK.ORG/INDICATOR/IT.CEL.SETS.P2?

CIVIL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC FREEDOMS
Civil and Political Rights
Freedom in the World, an annual report published by the US-based non-governmental organization Freedom
House, measures civil liberties and political rights in 195 countries and 14 territories on a scale from 1 (most free)
to 7 (least free). The report classifies countries as "Free", "Partially Free" or "Not Free". Vietnam ranked the 20th
least free country, sharing the place with Russian. The figures for Vietnam in 2019 were the same as in 2018:
Vietnam’s scores are 7/7 (-) on political rights and 5/7 (-) on civil liberties. The overall freedom rating was 6/7 (-),
thus classifying the country as "Not Free".
The key developments the report remarks are the harshened treatment of journalists, bloggers, and human
rights activists continued during the year, the cybersecurity law as well as the massive anti-China protests sparked
by an ongoing dispute over a draft law for special economic zones. Finland was, for a consecutive year, classified as
the freest country together with Sweden and Norway.
HTTPS://FREEDOMHOUSE.ORG/REPORT/FREEDOM-WORLD/2019/VIETNAM

State of Human Rights
The Amnesty International Report 2017/18 documents the state of the world’s human rights in 159 countries and
territories during 2017. The report states that arbitrary restrictions on the rights to freedom of expression,
association and peaceful assembly continued in Vietnam. Amnesty international specifies that the crackdown on
dissent intensified, causing scores of activists to flee the country and that human rights defenders, peaceful
political activists and religious followers were subjected to a range of human rights violations, including arbitrary
detention, prosecution on national security and other vaguely worded charges in unfair trials, and long-term
imprisonment. According to the report, prominent activists faced restrictions on movement and were subject to
surveillance, harassment and violent assaults, and that some prisoners of conscience were tortured and otherwise
ill-treated.
HTTPS://WWW.AMNESTY.ORG/EN/DOCUMENTS/POL10/6700/2018/EN/

Human Rights Watch
Human Rights Watch World Report 2019 is Human Rights Watch’s annual review of human rights practices around
the globe. It summarizes key human rights issues in more than 90 countries and territories worldwide, drawing on
events from late 2017 through November 2018. According to the report, Vietnam’s human rights record
worsened in 2018 as the government imprisoned dissidents for longer prison terms, sanctioned thugs to attack
rights defenders, and passed draconian laws that further threaten freedom of expression.
HTTPS://WWW.HRW.ORG/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/WORLD_REPORT_DOWNLOAD/HRW_WORLD_REPORT_2019.PDF
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Press Freedom
In the 2019 Press Freedom Index, an annual ranking of countries compiled and published by Reporters Without
Borders, the state of press freedom in Vietnam deteriorated last year. Vietnam ranked 176th (↓1) out of 180 only China, Syria, Turkmenistan, Eritrea and North Korea scored lower. The report states that due to the country’s
media all following the Communist Party’s orders, the only sources of independently reported information are
bloggers and citizen-journalists, who are subject to harsher forms of persecution including plainclothes police
violence. According to the report, the party increasingly resorts to the country’s criminal code, under which
“activities aimed at overthrowing the government,” “anti-state propaganda” and “abusing the rights to freedom
and democracy to threaten the interests of the state” are punishable by long prison terms. The report refers to
many citizen-journalists being jailed or expelled in connection with their posts, with at least 30 journalists and
bloggers now held in Vietnam’s jails. Meanwhile, the report continues to address, Vietnam’s citizens have become
increasingly engaged online, with the authorities refining their digital restriction methods.
HTTPS://RSF.ORG/EN/RANKING
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ENVIRONMENT
Environmental Performance
The Environmental Performance Index (EPI) is created by Yale University and Columbia University in collaboration
with the World Economic Forum. The EPI ranks 180 countries based on how well they perform in high-priority
environmental issues in several indicators in two broad policy areas: protection of human health from
environmental harm and protection of ecosystems. In the 2018 EPI report, Vietnam ranks 132th out of 180.
Vietnam performed best in the Fisheries management (26th) and Agricultural management (39th). Its biggest
defects were Air Pollution (160th) and Air Quality (159th). European nations dominate the top performers, with all
of the top 10 slots occupied by European countries.
HTTPS://EPI.ENVIROCENTER.YALE.EDU/EPI-TOPLINE?COUNTRY=&ORDER=FIELD_EPI_RANK_NEW&SORT=ASC

Global Climate Risk
The 2019 Global Climate Risk Report, published by Germanwatch Nord-Süd-Initiative e.V., analyses to what extent
countries have been affected by the impacts of weather-related loss events (e.g. storms, floods, and heatwaves).
The 2019 report studies weather-related loss events in 2017 and the changes in such events between 1998 and
2017. Vietnam is one of the countries most affected by climate risks and extreme weather events. In the LongTerm Climate Risk Index (1998-2017), Vietnam ranked 9th (↓1). In 2017 Climate Risk Index, Vietnam ranked 6th
(↓1) hence facing very high vulnerability for climate risks. During the measuring period, the persistent weather
extremes in Vietnam included storms, typhoons and droughts often leading to the loss of life, injuries and the
destruction of homes as well as causing other severe damage to critical infrastructure.
HTTPS://WWW.GERMANWATCH.ORG/EN/16046

POPULATION
Population Dynamics
Vietnam has a very young population. According to the 2018 World Development Indicators, 23% of Vietnam's
population is 0-14 years old, 70% is 15-64 years old, and only 7% is above 65 years old. Furthermore, according
to the World Bank’s country statistics, over 40 % of the population is under the age of 35. In comparison,
Finland's population age composition is 16%, 63% and 21% respectively. What is worth noting, however, is that
Vietnam's demographic dividend is turning fast, and that the country has one of the fastest aging populations in
the world.
HTTP://WDI.WORLDBANK.ORG/TABLE/2.1
HTTP://API.WORLDBANK.ORG/V2/EN/COUNTRY/VNM?DOWNLOADFORMAT=EXCEL

Life Expectancy
According to the World Health Statistics 2018, published by the World Health Organization, Vietnam has an
impressive average life expectancy of 76.3 years (male population 71.7 and female population 80.9). Finland, for
example, has an average life expectancy of 81.4 (male population 78.7 and female population 84.2). In addition,
for example Vietnam and Gambia have similar sized economies with similar levels of GDP per capita, yet on
average, people from Vietnam live more than 17 years longer.
HTTP://APPS.WHO.INT/IRIS/BITSTREAM/HANDLE/10665/272596/9789241565585-ENG.PDF?UA=1
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Fertility
According to the World Bank 2017 data, the fertility rate in Vietnam is 1,9 (-0,04) children per woman.
Adolescent fertility rate (births by women aged 15-19) is 27,28 (-2) births by 1000 women.
Poverty headcount
According to the World Bank 9.8% of Vietnamese lived below the national poverty lines in 2016. Poverty has
decreased significantly – in 2012, 17.2 % lived below the poverty lines.
HTTPS://WWW.WORLDBANK.ORG/EN/NEWS/PRESS-RELEASE/2018/04/05/VIETNAM-CONTINUES-TO-REDUCE-POVERTY-ACCORDING-TO-WORLD-BANK-REPORT
HTTP://DOCUMENTS.WORLDBANK.ORG/CURATED/EN/206981522843253122/CLIMBING-THE-LADDER-POVERTY-REDUCTION-AND-SHARED-PROSPERITY-IN-VIETNAM

Middle class
The population within or above the middle class in Vietnam is expected to double to 33 million by 2020 according
to the Boston Consulting Group's 2016 research. The World Bank expects the share of middle class of the
population to grow from 13% to 26% by 2026.
HTTP://WWW.AMCHAMVIETNAM.COM/VIETNAMS-MIDDLE-CLASS-SET-TO-DOUBLE-BY-2020-BCG/ https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/vietnam/overview
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WELLBEING & EQUALITY
Human Development
The UNDP Human Development Report Office releases five composite indices each year: the Human Development
Index (HDI), the Inequality-Adjusted Human Development Index (IHDI), the Gender Development Index (GDI), the
Gender Inequality Index (GII), and the Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI)1. The report also looks to what
societies should do to advance human development for everyone. In the overall Human Development Index of the
report Vietnam ranks 116th out of 189 countries, landing in the group of countries categorized with Medium
Human Development.
HTTP://HDR.UNDP.ORG/EN/2016-REPORT

Happiness
The World Happiness Report ranks 156 countries by their happiness levels and is published annually by the United
Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network. The rankings of national happiness are based on the Cantril
Ladder Seurvey, where respondents are asked to rate their own current lives on a 0 to 10 scale. The report
correlates the results with various life factors. Happiness slightly increased in Vietnam last year. In the 2019
report, Vietnam ranked 94th (↑1) with an overall score of 5.175 (+0.072) Finland was number one (-) with a score
of 7.769.
HTTP://WORLDHAPPINESS.REPORT/ED/2018/

Childhood
The End of Childhood Index by Save the Children reflects the average level of performance across a set of eight
indicators related to child health, education, labour, marriage, childbirth and violence. It ranks 172 countries based
on where childhood is mots intact and most eroded. End of Childhood Index scores for countries are
calculated on a scale of 1 to 1,000. Countries with higher scores and ranking do a better job at protecting
childhoods. In the 2019 Index, Vietnam on places 95th (↑1) with an overall score of 831 (+15), categorised as
'some children missing out on childhood'. Vietnam received relatively lowest scores for child stunting, a result of
malnutrition. According to the report, children belonging to ethnic minorities are the most vulnerable to “missing
out on childhood”. For instance, the adolescent birth rate for ethnic minorities is 115 per 1000 whereas the (30
per 1000 in kinh majority) and 57% do not attend secondary school (24% in kinh majority).
HTTPS://CAMPAIGNS.SAVETHECHILDREN.NET/REPORT
HTTPS://CAMPAIGNS.SAVETHECHILDREN.NET/SITES/CAMPAIGNS.SAVETHECHILDREN.NET/FILES/REPORT/GLOBAL_CHILDHOOD_REPORT_2019_ENGLISH.PDF

Girls' Opportunity
Girls’ Opportunity Index by Save the Children ranks countries according to the opportunity that girls have to shape
their futures and reach their full potential. It looks at five different indicators: child marriage, adolescent fertility,
maternal mortality (as an indicator of girls’ access to good-quality healthcare), women MPs (relative to male MPs)
and lower-secondary school completion. The 2017 Index ranked Vietnam relatively high, reaching 47th place out
of 144 countries.
HTTPS://CAMPAIGNS.SAVETHECHILDREN.NET/SITES/CAMPAIGNS.SAVETHECHILDREN.NET/FILES/EVERY%20LAST%20GIRL%20AFRICA%20ONLINE%20VERSION.PDF

Gender Equality
The Global Gender Gap Report benchmarks 149 countries on their progress towards gender parity across four
thematic dimensions: Economic Participation and Opportunity, Educational Attainment, Health and Survival, and
10
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Political Empowerment. Besides, the 2018 edition studied gender gaps in skills related to Artificial Intelligence (AI).
The countries are scored on a scale from zero to one. Vietnam ranked 77th out of 149 economies (↓8) in the
world with a core of 0.700 (+0.02). Vietnam got its highest ranking (33rd) in Economic participation and the
lowest in Health and survival (143rd).
HTTP://REPORTS.WEFORUM.ORG/GLOBAL-GENDER-GAP-REPORT-2018/DATA-EXPLORER/#ECONOMY=VNM

EDUCATION & EMPLOYMENT
Education Index
The World Bank Education Index is measured by combining average adult years of schooling with expected years of
schooling for children, each receiving 50% weighting. Countries are scored on a scale from 0 to 1 (worst-best). In
2015, Vietnam ranked 117th out of 118 countries in the comparison, scoring 0.619. In 2017 Vietnam’s score has
seen slow yet even growth in the education index score, in 2017 the score was 0.626. The individual ranking for
2017 Education Index is not published, but it is used as one of the indicators of the World Bank’s Human
Development Index.
HTTP://HDR.UNDP.ORG/EN/INDICATORS/103706

PISA
The Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) is a worldwide study by OECD in 70 nations of 15-yearold students’ scholastic performance on mathematics, science and reading. Vietnam attended PISA the last time in
2015. In 2015, Vietnamese students performed better than the OECD average in science and approximately the
same as the OECD average in mathematics and reading. The equity between boys and girls and children from
different social backgrounds in the test results was better than the OECD average.
HTTP://WWW.OECD.ORG/PISA/DATA/

Top University Rankings
QS World University Rankings is an annual publication of university rankings by Quacquarelli Symonds (QS). It ranks
1000 top universities in the world – 2019 was the first time Vietnamese Universities made it to the list. The
scoring is made by comparing indicators such as academic peer review, faculty/student ratio, and citations per
faculty. Two Vietnamese universities made the list in 2019: Vietnam National University Ho Chi Minh, ranking
701-750, and Vietnam National University Hanoi, ranking 801-1000. The two universities rank amongst 150 best
universities in Asia. Further five universities rank amongst the best 500 universities in Asia.
HTTPS://WWW.TOPUNIVERSITIES.COM/

Employment
Vietnam has a high degree of employment. According to the World Development Indicators by the World Bank,
Vietnam's unemployment rate is 1.9% in 2018 – 1.8% for the female population and 2.0% for the male population.
Unemployment in Vietnam is slightly higher amongst highly educated population: 4% in 2017 – the figure for
people with basic education is 1.7%.
HTTPS://DATA.WORLDBANK.ORG/INDICATOR/SL.UEM.TOTL.ZS

Social isolation in youth
The data on youth not in education, employment or training in Vietnam, collected by the World Bank, was last
updated in 2014. 9.72% of total youth population did not attend education, employment or training – 7.5% of
male and 12.2% of female youth population. The share of socially isolated youth in Finland was 9.4% in the year of
2017. HTTPS://DATA.WORLDBANK.ORG/INDICATOR/SL.UEM.TOTL.ZS
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GOVERNANCE
Political Stability and Absence of Violence and Terrorism
The "Political Stability and Absence of Violence/Terrorism" is a dimension of governances in Worldwide
Governance Indicators (WGI) project by the World Bank. It reflects perceptions of the likelihood of the government
becoming destabilized or overthrown by unconstitutional or violent means, including politically motivated violence
and terrorism. Countries are scored from 0 to 100, zero being the score given to the least stable country. In the
2017 ranking, Vietnam scored 59.5 (+4.7) and was 58th out of 125 countries. Finland ranked 27th.
HTTP://DATABANK.WORLDBANK.ORG/DATA/REPORTS.ASPX?SOURCE=1181&SERIES=PV.PER.RNK

Organized crime
World Economic Forum's Global Competitiveness index surveys the amount of organized crime (mafia-oriented
racketeering or extortion) and to what extent it imposes costs on businesses from a scale to 1 to 7 (where 1 = to a
great extent; 7 – no costs). In the 2018 report, the effect of organized crime on business increased slightly:
Vietnam scored 4.8 (-0.1) and ranked 76th (↑7) out of 140 countries.
HTTP://WWW3.WEFORUM.ORG/DOCS/GCR2018/05FULLREPORT/THEGLOBALCOMPETITIVENESSREPORT2018.PDF

Government Effectiveness
The Worldwide Governance Indicators (WGI) project by World Bank Group reports aggregate and individual
governance indicators for 215 countries and territories over the period 1996–2017. It reflects perceptions of the
quality of public services, the quality of the civil service and the degree of its independence from political
pressures, the quality of policy formulation and implementation, and the credibility of the government's
commitment to such policies. Countries are scored from -2.5 (weak) to 2.5 (strong governance performance). In
2017 Vietnam scored 0.0, ranking 99th out of 214 countries. Mexico and Panama had similar scores.
HTTP://INFO.WORLDBANK.ORG/GOVERNANCE/WGI/#REPORTS

State Fragility
The Fragile States Index (FSI; formerly the Failed States Index) assesses states' vulnerability to conflict or collapse,
ranking all sovereign states with membership in the United Nations where there is enough data available for
analysis. It is published annually by the Fund for Peace and the American magazine Foreign Policy. Countries are
ranked and scored based on 12 categories, each worth 10 points, a high score and rank indicating a fragile state.
Vietnam’s fragility increased in 2019. With a score of 66.1/ (-2.3), Vietnam ranks 109th (↓2) out of 178, whereas
Finland, placing 178, maintains the first place as the most stable country in the world. Out of the 12 categories,
Vietnam’s defects were state legitimacy, human rights and rule of law (the lack of) and fractionalized elite.
HTTPS://FRAGILESTATESINDEX.ORG/
HTTPS://FRAGILESTATESINDEX.ORG/WP-CONTENT/UPLOADS/2019/03/9511904-FRAGILESTATESINDEX.PDF

The Good Country
The Good Country Index measures what each country contributes to the common good of humanity, and what it
takes away, relative to its size. The index uses data from the U.N. and other international organisations. In the
latest report, Vietnam’s ranking improved and the country placed 116th (↑12) out of 153 in overall global
contributions.
HTTPS://GOODCOUNTRY.ORG/INDEX/RESULTS
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Prosperity
The Legatum Prosperity Index is an annual ranking developed by the Legatum Institute. It is based on a variety of
factors including wealth, economic growth, education, health, personal well-being, and quality of life. In the 2018
index, Vietnam ranked 81st (↓4) out of the 149 countries compared. In the Prosperity Pillar rankings, Vietnam
performs best on Economic Quality (47th) and Education (57th) and scores its lowest on the Personal Freedom
pillar (117th). The biggest positive change, compared to 2017, came in Natural Environment increasing by 11
places, whereas the country fell 5 places on Economic Quality.
HTTP://WWW.PROSPERITY.COM/RANKINGS

Sustainable Competitiveness
The Global Sustainable Competitiveness Index (GSCI) by SolAbility, a Swiss-Korean independent think-tank,
measures the competitiveness of countries and is calculated based on 111 measurable quantitative indicators
derived from World Bank, the IMF, and different UN agencies. The 111 indicators are grouped into five sub-indexes
- Natural Capital, Resource Efficiency & Intensity, Intellectual Capital, Governance Efficiency, and Social Cohesion.
In 2017 Index, Vietnam placed 75th. Vietnam’s strengths in the comparison were innovation and resource
intensity. HTTP://SOLABILITY.COM/THE-GLOBAL-SUSTAINABLE-COMPETITIVENESS-INDEX/THE-INDEX
Positive Peace
The Positive Peace Report by the Institute for Economics & Peace (IEP), an independent think tank, defines positive
peace as the attitudes, institutions and structures that create and sustain peaceful societies. It analyses the factors
that sustain and tracks global trends and economic benefits associated with Positive Peace. The Positive Peace
Index (PPI) measures 24 indicators of peace under eight domains. The indicators are scored between one and five
and some are weighted based on their statistical correlation to the Global Peace Index.
In the 2018 Positive Peace Index (PPI) Vietnam belonged to the Medium-Peace category and ranked 85th (↑1) out
of 163 countries. Vietnam’s ranks in the categories were rather even, it got the lowest scores for the high level of
human capital and the highest scores for the (lack of) free flow of information and low levels of corruption.
HTTP://VISIONOFHUMANITY.ORG/APP/UPLOADS/2018/11/POSITIVE-PEACE-REPORT-2018.PDF

Reputation
Country RepTrak is an annual ranking of most reputable countries worldwide, published by the Reputation
Institute, a commercial consulting firm. The institute surveyed more than 58,000 individuals in Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States during the period. According to the 2018
findings, Vietnam had the 37th best reputation with a score of 55.6/100. Finland was second with a score of
81.6/100.
HTTPS://WWW.REPUTATIONINSTITUTE.COM/COUNTRY-REPTRAK
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TRAVEL AND TOURISM
Inbound Tourism
According to Vietnam’s governmental tourism office, tourisms to Vietnam’s annual international visitors grew by
a fifth (+19.9%) last year. Furthermore, the World Bank’s report on Recent Economic Developments of Vietnam
states that Vietnam received around 16 million international visitors in 2018. The biggest visitor groups by
nationality were Chinese (4,966 million), Korean (3,485 million) and Japanese (827 000). The biggest visitor group
from outside Asia were Americans (687 226). The visits made by Finnish nationals grew by a quarter: Vietnam
received 22 785 (+24.9%) visitors from Finland last year.
HTTP://VIETNAMTOURISM.GOV.VN/ENGLISH/INDEX.PHP/ITEMS/13551
HTTP://DOCUMENTS.WORLDBANK.ORG/CURATED/EN/439611561653730211/TAKING-STOCK-RECENT-ECONOMIC-DEVELOPMENTS-OF-VIETNAM-SPECIAL-FOCUS-

VIETNAMS-TOURISM-DEVELOPMENTS-STEPPING-BACK-FROM-THE-TIPPING-POINT-VIETNAMS-TOURISM-TRENDS-CHALLENGES-AND-POLICY-PRIORITIES

Visa-free Travels
The Henley Passport Index ranks all passports of the world according to the number of countries their holders can
travel to visa-free. The ranking is based on exclusive data from the International Air Transport Association (IATA)
and is updated in real-time, as and when visa policy changes come into effect. Vietnam’s place in the ranking and
the amount of destinations countries have fallen since June 2018; In July 2019, Vietnam ranks 95th (↓10), having
visa-free access or visa-on-arrival to 49 (-2) countries. Finland shares third place with South Korea and Germany,
with access to 187 destinations.
HTTPS://WWW.HENLEYPASSPORTINDEX.COM/ASSETS/2019/Q3/HPI%20REPORT%20190701.PDF

Travel and Tourism Competitiveness
The Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Index (TTCI), published biennially by the World Economic Forum,
benchmarks 136 economies in terms of sustainable development of the travel and tourism sector. In the latest,
2017 report, Vietnam’s rank improved compared to the 2015 report, the country placing 67th (↑12) in the
comparison. The main drivers of Vietnam's T&T competitiveness are its natural resources (34 th), cultural
resources (30th) and price competitiveness (35th). Vietnam has made significant progress on its human resources
and labour market pillar (37th, ↑18) scores, thanks to a better-qualified labour force (53rd) and partially simplified
regulation to hire foreign labour (75th). Vietnam has also made an exceptional improvement to its ICT capacity and
usage (80th, ↑17). Today over 94% of the national territory is covered by a 3G signal. Vietnam’s natural tourism is
growing, and economic development has led to expanding business travels. For more sustainable development,
Vietnam should focus on improving environmental sustainability (129 th), lax regulations (115th), high levels of
emissions (128th), deforestation (103rd) and water treatment (107th).
HTTPS://WWW.WEFORUM.ORG/REPORTS/THE-TRAVEL-TOURISM-COMPETITIVENESS-REPORT-2017

English Proficiency
EF EPI ranks a total of 80 countries and territories by the average level of English proficiency among adults around
the world. The index is based on 1.3 million test-takers taking a standardized proficiency test. In 2018, Vietnam
ranked 41st (↓7) with a "moderate" proficiency and a score of 53.43 (-0.31). Vietnam had a higher ranking than
other neighbouring countries (e.g. China 47th, Thailand 64th, and Cambodia 85th). Finland ranked 8th, with a "very
high" proficiency and a score of 65.86.
HTTPS://WWW.EF.FI/EPI/
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