Business Partnership
Support for




import from developing countries
certification of products
Fair trade

Business Partnership Support (BPS) for import
projects
Long-term import projects can be supported by Finnpartnership when
they are considered to have commercial market potential and
developmental impacts. When evaluating the eligibility of import
projects, special attention is paid to the applicant company’s investment on
e.g.


(vocational) training of the developing country actor



improvement of the working conditions, terms of employment and
occupational safety of the developing country actor



improvement of the quality of the products



obtaining fair trade or a similar certification.

Employment effects or the enablement of regular subsistence allowances
are not alone sufficient. The supported activities always need to include the
above-mentioned components of training or development.
When evaluating the eligibility of import projects, attention is also paid to
the project’s effects on strengthening and diversifying the target country's
production structures. These effects refer to e.g. a significant expansion of
the offered range of goods, an improvement in product quality or degree of
processing of goods produced in a developing country, or a contribution to
regional diversification.

We are glad to help you!
More information on Finnpartnership and the Business Partnership Support
as well as help in finding a business partner (Matchmaking Service) can be
found at www.finnpartnership.fi or by contacting the Finnpartnership
experts directly.

Business Partnership Support granted for import projects is de minimis aid. A
company can receive a maximum of € 200,000 of de minimis aid over a 3-year
period. BPS covers 30/50/70 % of the budgeted, approved and incurred expenses
depending on the size of the applicant company and the development status of the
target country. Projects directed at upper middle income developing countries
must have direct development impacts.
Coverage Amount
Low income developing countries
(LDC, LIC, LMIC)

Upper middle income developing
countries (UMIC)

SMEs and other small
organisations

70 %

50 %

Large companies

50 %

30 %

BPS can cover a part of the following expenses in projects involving importing
from developing countries:










identifying business partners and assessing the available product range;
feasibility study
product development related to market specific merchandising
tests related to market specific merchandising
test fees required by authorities
tests and analyses related to project or environmental assessments
improving working conditions, terms of employment and occupational safety
auditing related to assessing the social and environmental responsibility of
producers
employee training related to improving quality or research and development.

BPS can also be applied for implementing Quality and Environmental Management
Standards and Occupational Safety and Health Management Systems (e.g. ISO 9001,
ISO 14001, EMAS, OHSAS 18001 or Social Accountability Standard SA8000), as well
as for related training. However, the certification of Management Systems,
including costs for auditing and certification, cannot be covered with BPS.

Support for sustainable,
commercially viable projects
Eligible target countries are all developing countries listed by the
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).
More information on target countries:
www.finnpartnership.fi/developingcountries.
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